
In the pages of  the Inn ’s  guest  room journals ,   v is i tors ref lec t  on the in tense connect ion they fee l  wi th each other ,  wi th 
the coast ,   and wi th  the warmth and handmade charm of  Deet jen ’s .   

Guests  wr i te. . . “We come here again and again,  a t t r ibut ing heal ing and re l ief  to  th is  p lace… the old bu i ld ings’  sense of  
s t rength—a p lace where I  fee l  protec ted. ”  “ I ’ve come to B ig Sur ,  to th is  room, to escape the never-ending interrupt ions 

of  my regular  l i fe .  Nobody knows where I  am.  I ’m not  sure I  do. ”  “The ra in has ceased,  but  everyth ing outs ide dr ips 

Anita Alan 
 

BIG SUR INN:   
THE DEETJEN LEGACY TRAVELS BACK 
IN TIME TO REVEAL THE HISTORY,  LEG-

ENDS,  AND STORIED PAST OF A CALIFOR-

NIA INSTITUTION.  NESTLED ON THE 
MAGICAL STRETCH OF H IGHWAY ONE IS 
DEETJEN’S B IG SUR INN.  ITS DISTINC-

TIVE VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE,  WHICH 
VIS ITORS AND LOCALS ALIKE RECOGNIZE 
AS THE MOST AUTHENTICALLY PRESERVED 
ALONG THE COAST,  SERVES A WAITING 
LIST OF GUESTS YEAR ROUND.  IN 1990,  
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR REC-

OGNIZED B IG SUR INN BY ADDING IT TO 
THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF H ISTORIC 
PLACES.   

AUTHOR ANITA ALAN TRACES THE 
INN’S HISTORY FROM THE POETIC IN-

SPIRATION THAT COMPELLED HELMUTH 
DEETJEN TO JOURNEY FROM HIS NA-

TIVE NORWAY,  TO THE FULFILLMENT 
OF A LIFELONG DREAM—TO MAKE HIS 
HOME IN THE CALIFORNIA REDWOODS.  
WITH HIS WIFE,  HELEN HAIGHT 
DEETJEN,  HE CREATED AN INTIMATE 
REFUGE,  NOT JUST FOR TWO, BUT 
ALSO FOR TRAVELERS,  ARTISTS,  AND 
CELEBRITIES WORLDWIDE.  WHETHER A 
CASUAL GUEST OR A CELEBRITY VIS I -

TOR—ALL WILL FIND B IG SUR INN A 
HAVEN FROM THE BRISK PACE OF CITY 
L IV ING.   

 

PHOTOGRAPHS,  RECIPES,  AND 
THE POETRY OF CALIFORNIA’S 
ROBINSON JEFFERS 
OVER 200 COLOR AND VINTAGE PHO-

TOGRAPHS FROM THE INN’S BEGIN-

NING TO THE PRESENT GUIDE YOU 
THROUGH ITS COZY RUSTIC ROOMS,  
AND ENCHANTING RESTAURANT.  DEET-

JEN’S KITCHEN SHARES COVETED RECI-

PES WITH THE READER.  THE POETRY 
OF ROBINSON JEFFERS FRAMES EACH 
CHAPTER IN THIS BOOK—A VOLUME 
DESIGNED TO BRING THE WARMTH OF 
DEETJEN’S HEARTH INTO YOUR HOME.  

Anita Alan studied at The New School in 

New York City, graduated from the Uni-

versity of Southern California, and re-

ceived her Master of Arts degree from 

Monterey Institute of International Stud-

ies. She worked as a writer, editor, and 

photographer for The Big Sur Gazette in 

Big Sur, California, where she lived with 

her family for 25 years. Alan’s photo-

graphs and human-interest articles appear 

regularly in newspapers and magazines, 

including children’s publications. Her “Sea 

Otter Lullaby,” written when she was a 

teacher in Carmel, California, is antholo-

gized in book, cassette, CD, and DVD for-

mats. Big Sur Inn: The Deetjen Legacy is 

Alan’s first full length book.  

“I wrote alone, but found myself in league with 
multitudes of people who viewed Deetjen’s as the 
center of their universe.”   Anita Alan  


